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	Date
	Class Level
4th – 6th 
	Subject
ENGLISH

	Strand: ORAL LANGUAGE / READING/ WRITING 
	Strand Unit: Receptiveness to language • Competence and confidence in using language • Developing cognitive abilities through language 
• Emotional and imaginative development through language

	Title: DEVELOPING WRITING STYLES – USING PARAGRAPHS TO CREATE AN OCEAN SUPER HERO 

	Objective(s): The aim of the lesson plan is for the children to work collectively to develop their writing skills. The children will develop expository & explanatory, descriptive, narrative, and persuasive paragraphs to bring their ocean super hero to life.

	Skills Required
Developing skills through: • Reading • Listening • Understanding • Writing • Spelling • Grammar • Drafting • Revising and editing • Developing imagination, creativity and confidence in using oral language skills.




	Learning Objectives

Understand and discuss  facts about Climate Change and how it is affecting the ocean.

Become familiar with UN Sustainable Goal 13 – Climate Action and UN Sustainable Goals 14 – Life Under Water

Reflect on the different types of people and organisations that are taking action against climate change in the children’s community, country and around the world.

Develop their writing skills - paragraphs that are: expository / explanatory; descriptive; narrative; and persuasive using the concept of an ocean hero or person involved in climate action.


	Learning Activities

KWL chart:
Begin the lesson using a KWL chart, where the children can track information before and after the lesson. Ask the children leading questions from the chart: • What do you already ‘know’ about this topic? • What things do you ‘want’ to learn about the topic • What did you ‘learn’ from doing your research?

Teacher Directed Approach:
Talk to the class about people and organisations in your communities, country and the world that are taking action against climate change and how it is affecting the ocean.  

Investigative approach: 
· Encourage the children to think about climate change and how it affects the ocean.   
· Identify super heroes that the children like to watch on TV, at the Movies, in books, magazines or online.  
· Use of ICT: The children are encouraged to use laptops to engage in some research on their topic to find pictures of their favourite super hero. 

Writing Exercise – Four types of paragraphs:
Ask the children to write about the super hero using  the different types of paragraphs:
1. Write an expository / explanatory paragraph explaining one of the following:
· Explain why you admire a particular super hero 
· Explain why someone you have recently learned about should be regarded as an Ocean Super Hero.
2. Write one descriptive paragraph describing the super hero in detail. Use a descriptive panel with columns to help the children create words relating to: Looks, Feels, Sounds, Smells, Tastes,
· What  is the name and age of the super hero?
· What does the super hero look like?  Describe the physical appearance of the super hero – face, eyes. Encourage the children to look closely at the persons face, hands, feet etc. What shape is their face. What is the expression on their face – smiling, frowning etc. What are their eyes like re: shape, colour, eyebrows etc. What is their hair like re: style, colour? What size are they? What height, build are they? What type of clothes or armour that they are wearing? Art they modern and what is the colour of the clothes?
· What does the super hero feel like? Is the super hero: Soft, Hard, Firm, Hot, Warm, Cold, Greasy, Wet, Silky, Smooth, Scaly, etc. 
· What does the person or super hero sound like? Is the person: Loud or Quiet? Some sound words may include: Ringing, Smashing, Piercing, Whooping, Raucous, Bellowing, Sobbing, Bumping, Snarling, Growling, Crying, Thumping, Splashing, Swishing etc.
· What does the person or super hero smell like?  Some words may include beautiful, salty, ocean, fishy, clean, dirty, cool, exotic, fresh, heavy, immortal, light, lovely, mild, musky… etc
· What does the person or super hero taste like? Encourage the children to think of taste and texture adjectives. These might include: Bitter such as coffee; Sweet as sugar; Dry like a cracker; Wet like water; Bland; Spicy; Sour like a lemon or Savoury like bread… etc.
3. Write a narrative paragraph describing what will happen to the person or super hero in an event that they are involved with in relation to their actions against climate change and the effects on the ocean.
4. The final paragraph is a persuasive paragraph explaining why the person is the best Ocean Super Hero. Encourage the children to use: Adjectives such as: Super, Fantastic, Fabulous, Outstanding, Unbelievable, Amazing, Great, Magnificent, Incredible, Extraordinary, Marvellous…; Exaggerated terms: “the Worlds finest…” / “The best in the ….”; Information and facts; Questions such as: Would you…? / Have you ever …?; “Quotations” by the person or about the person.

Talk and Discussion: 
· Encourage the children to share their ideas with the rest of the class by reading their paragraphs aloud in pairs.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ask the children to provide positive feedback to the students on the paragraphs – what did they like about the paragraph? Do they have any suggestions?
· Discuss what other elements are required in a creating a story.

Next step:
On the Explorers website download and copy the “Planning a Super Hero Story Planning Sheet” to help children to develop their stories.  

	Resources:
· KWL chart
For Children:
· See NASA's Climate Kids Eyes on the Earth website https://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/big-questions/
For Teachers Background information:
· Learn about some of the marine technology used by the Marine Institute that helps collect data that is used to monitor the effects of climate change in the ocean:
· Argo Floats: https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/news-events/news/exploring-our-marine-marine-institute-4
· Real Time observations using technology collecting data: http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/data-services/real-time-observations/real-time-observations
· Supporting research of the marine environment and of climate change: https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/areas-activity/marine-environment/marine-climate-change
· See the Marine Institute’s Powtoons showing the career profiles of an oceanographers Caroline Cusack and Triona McGrath https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/working-us/career-profiles
· See the short videos produced by Met Éireann’s work on Climate Change: https://www.met.ie/climate/climate-change
· The recent report published by the EPA provides Climate Research Coordination Group: First Report on Activities: June 2017 - December 2018 is suitable for teachers to develop an understanding of the organisations involved in climate change research and mitigation in Ireland. Some of these government departments, local authority representatives, agencies and stakeholders maybe in your local area.
· UN Sustainable Development Goals 13 & 14:
· https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/u

	Differentiation
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing.

	Assessment
Children: KWL chart (What I know, What I want to know, What I learned) 
Teacher observation and questioning: Mind Mapping – colour code what children know / new concepts introduced
Examine learning outcomes before and after e.g. knowledge, understanding, skills.
Evaluation: Reflect on learning experiences that lead to the outcomes e.g. attitudes, enjoyment, as well as motivation to learn about the subject.

	Linkage and Integration
English – writing stories, learning the structures of plots and understanding characters, writing poems.
Visual Arts – creative drawing creating awareness of line, shape, form; painting using colour, introduce textiles / recycled items to develop texture.
Science  / Geography – Environmental awareness and care, caring for my locality / caring for my environment, science and the environment
Geography – Human Environments, People living and working in local areas, People living and working in contrasting part of Ireland, People in other lands (e.g. island nations)
Natural Environments – The local and natural environment, Weather and climate.
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